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Chlldren-seatbelt rulegiarts on Aug. 1

SAVING LIVES: Resiarch shows that children who do r“

not wear seatbelts or do not
traveling are much more |ike

¢ SHELLEY SHAN

ATARE SEPCATIN

Starting on Aug. 1, parents: with
children aged four to 12 will fiee
a penalty il the children do ot
wenr seathelts while siiting in {
backseats of cars, the Minkstry
Transportation and Commumics-
thones said yesterday.

Dirivers fouting the regulation
will be fmed NTSLE00 4F driving
on ordinary roads and NTS3000 1o
NTSE000 i driving on freeways o
expressways, the ministry sdded.

“The smessdinend Lo Avthels 31 of
the Act Governing thee Punishment
of Vialution of Rosd Traffie Hegula-
tions (@I LENMEFRS), which
was poesed by thee legishitare in
Nugust last year, reqgoines all car
passenjers (o buckle up whin sit-
At i the backseat,

The govermument begsn enforc.
ing the amendment on Feb. 1, but
adults wers given a sixanonth
grawe period before the penaliics
went bnin effect.

For passengers aged four o 12,
the government decided to extend
the grace period by a forther six
manths.

Heieh Clino-t (W), executive
secretary of the inistry's. Road
Traffic Safety Committer, said
pesenrch shiowed that passengers
who do not fasten their seathelts
are .6 times more likely to die in
traffie: necidents than those who
o,

Prssngers sifting in the hack-
seit without seatbelts are 2.7 times

B

sit in safety seats while
ly to die in traffic accidents

moge likely to got killed than thoss.
i bnchkde up, Hsieh added.
Chikd Safety Foun-
dlation Chuirman Lin Jilijia (02
) sabd the U5 National Highway
Teaffie Safety Adnnistration his
published an investigative report
showing that the fatality e for
bl prassengens could be reduced
by T percent il Cﬂidtﬁ's safity
seats ure vl
Tntants who do not S in chil-
chren's safiety seuts are elght times
more Likely 1o be injured than those
who do. Couritries: such a8 New
Zealand and the UK have. passed
similar legislation o protect child

passengeTs.

L saddd the umber of pfants
b i the first quaster of this
yeur has increased by 17 percent
compared with the same Hime last
year, and the birth rale bs expected
10 exceed B percent in the Year
of the Dmgon. &s traffic accidents
retnain the main esuse of death for
chibdren under the age of 14, Lin
sl that the seatbelt requiretnent
bs designed to protect the future

i required
children nnder the age of four 10
e placed in infant car seas since
ZiNM,

The new seatbell mequirennt
applies o child pessengers aged
four t 12, of those weighing be
tween 18kg and kg, Parcids necd
o porcluse booster seats if the
seabwll strap rubs against & child
passengers neck.

Jing Chiiam Child Sarfety Foundation Divector Lin Yue-chin, left, se mmmmmdlua:ynﬂmmhhﬁm o,
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